





GATEWAY TO ARABIC 





ATEWAY TO ARABIC 


Book One 
Dr. Imran Hamza Alawiye 


A foundation course in reading and writing Arabic 


The Arabic Alphabet 


In order to learn any language, one must first master|the alphabet and be able to read, 
write and pronounce it correctly. | 


Below on the right is the Arabic alphabet. The pronunciation column in the middle is 
only a rough guide and should not be relied on tog heavily. Ask an Arabic speaker to 
help you master the sounds of the letters, or listen to [rne audio recording of the book. ` 


Please note that Arabic is written from right to left. 


Names of the Pronunciation 
letters guide 


Alif 


Baa 





Names of the 
letters 


Sheen 
saad 


Daad 


Kaaf 
Laam 
Meem 
Noon 
Haa 
Waaw 


Yaa 


Pronunciation 


guide 


sh 


Arabic 
letters 


C. (v Со br b- 5. 5 (s 


C & 6:‏ وہ 


-————— 






Write over the letters below, then continue copying 
to complete the page. 











Write over the letters below, then continue copying 
to complete the page. 














M m ы = 














Write over the letters below, then continue copying 
































Write over the letters below, then continue copying 
to complete the page. 
































Write over the letters below, then continue copying 
to complete the page. 
































Write over the letters below, then continue copying 
to complete the page. 





























Write over the letters below, then continue copying 
to complete the page. 





























10 





Write over the letters below, then continue copying 
to complete the page. 
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ER аа са 











Write over the letters below, then continue copying 


to complete the page. 











Write over the letters below, then continue copying 
to complete the page. 








| 
\ 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
ў 











ые 





1 
1 
8 











13 





Write over the letters below, then continue copying 
to complete the page. 5А A 




















т سج سس ےش شس ہش‎ eri iin titt riis еы» 
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Write over the letters below, then continue copying 


to complete the page. 


u 


а 
By 


goes 





z 
КИТ 








абак ма ва سے‎ эш 








Lies ere aia ia ace s t e AEST ن ی و خا ھھھ ھک‎ a ладана аа m FUR aS e ab Le Eos GL A 














15 











Write over the letters below, then continue copying 
to complete the page. 





























Write over the letters below, then continue copying 
to complete the page. 





= == m 












































о 
е 
> 
о 
О 
o 
Ф 
2 
E 
= 
c 
О 
О 
c 
Ф 
с 
5— 
x 
о 
Ф 
о 
2 
Ф 
т 
Ф 
Ф 
с 
+ 
Ф 
> 
O 
Ф 
ж 
= 


Ф 
(е) 
б 
о 
o | 
£ ا‎ 
= 
Ф 
Ф 
Ф | 
б 
E 
б 
© 
О 
g 
























































Can you fill in the missing letters 


in the alphabet below? 





часавы es ipaa i cae dtl oi а odi Qe delia ыны ag RE c rima нанні анна BM cai aca aac n Lice m e Raus i aen Au MGR DN Coq Pr aa at mei ج ی‎ 





TRS BE IE ышы 








The Short Vowels 





The following are the three short Arabic vowels. They 
are written above or below the Arabic letters. 


) Fatha - This is a short diagonal stroke written above an Arabic letter. 
It is Pronounced ‘a’, as in the English word ‘cat’. 


Read the alphabet below with fatha on each letter. 





ql is aude‏ وک مجن iE‏ رہ LE‏ ان تہ پت 


چ 


ی م ی ی n me eid ава ў‏ چ ی por‏ ی ی dee‏ 








The Short Vowels — Continued 





ii) Kasra This is a short diagonal stroke written below an Arabic letter. 
It is pronounced `i‘, as in the English word ‘bit’. 





Read the alphabet below with kasra on each letter. 





The Short Vowels — Continued 





7 This is like a very small waaw' written above an Arabic letter. 


It is pronounced ‘и’, аѕ іп the English word ‘bull’. 


iii) Damma 


Read the alphabet below with damma on each letter. 
Gn سے سم ہم مہ‎ 











Practise reading your alphabet with fatna, 
kasra and damma (a, i, u). 


б“ за 0 





























Can you read the following Arabic words? iia абы 


A ^ ^ 


* “е * 
he stops ЖЕ.) СЭ CS . he thanked. 2 ^ | heread 


vtt 


ў 


yo 


A 


ж ж” ^ ж” ж” ^ é 
he desired, he was good he understood 
ед 2 ( 


wished 


ж 


^ ^ ” ” 
е . “ 5 
he laughed 5) C Ue he was (9 he wrote بی بی‎ 5j 


endowed with 


^. ^ 3 я. ^ 
he joined i it was known he describes می‎ 
= LOC BN 
سے‎ . ^ 








Joining up Arabic letters (For an explanation, please see p. 27) 


By itself Middle Beginning 


L і ж 


* The six starred ‘naughty’ letters cannot be joined to the left. For an explanation, see p. 27. 


** Sometimes at the end of a word the letter taa is written 8 or à which is called taa marbuta. 








D 
© 
с 
© 
o 
Ф 
en 


By itself 








ў 
ў 
ў 
1 
ў 
$ 
i 
| 
Н 
Ч 
i 


Joining up Arabic letters - continued 


So far we have learned how to write the Arabic letters when they are not joined 
together. However, Arabic words are usually written in a joined-up form. Most letters of 
the Arabic alphabet can be joined on either side. The shape of each letter changes 
according to its position within a word. These different forms must be learnt so that one 
can recognise the letters when they are combined together to make words. 


Each letter has four forms: beginning, middle, end and by itself. On the previous two 
pages you will find.a table showing how each letter is written according to its position in 
a word. 


The ‘Naughty’ Letters 


There are six ‘naughty’ letters which refuse to join on to any letter after them (in other 
words, to the left of them). However, they do allow other normal letters to join them from 
the right. The ‘naughty’ letters are: 


è 3 І‏ ر ز و 


A normal letter written after a naughty letter cannot take the middle form. It will take 
the beginning form instead, unless it is the last letter of a word, in which case it will take 
the ‘by itself’ form. 


Exercise 
Write out the Arabic alphabet in the boxes below, 
and draw a circle around the six ‘naughty’ letters. ҒА 





echte P و تچ موت‎ е сы ы ы inn pam ne eee icone nere Riese e رو‎ 











Practice with the 'Naughty' Letters 














What happens when both the letters are naughty? 





Eos + |‏ اد 


د + اه دا 























Practice with joining letters 


Copy out the words onto the lines provided, and learn how to join the letters. ға 
hm = = шы тт 


e or 
he researched 


he covered 
concealed 








Practice with joining letters 
Copy out the words onto the lines provided, and learn how to join the letters. £a 


* 


* 
he protected (ае 
чагаеа Р 


* . . A 
رھ‎ „М, سے‎ 








Practice with joining lefters 
Copy out the words onto the lines provided, and learn how to join the letters. Га | 





пе офа С. 
he was proud 











Practice with joining letters 


Copy out the words onto the lines provided, and learn how to join the letters. 








| Practice with joining letters 
Copy out the words onto the lines provided, and learn how to join the letters. Z 


ne С ena 
went down 


C 


Deduozeo, n 
was sleepy 








нна 





Practice with joining letters 


Copy out the words onto the lines provided, and learn how to join the letters. 


2 


а‏ = = ~ ہرس 








Practice with joining letters 
Copy out the words onto the lines provided, and learn how to join the letters. 











Я 


Practice with joining letters 
Copy out the words onto the lines provided, and learn how to join the letters. ££ 


little 











Practice with joining letters 
Copy out the words onto the lines provided, and learn how to join the letters. ZA 


seized 


ne р(івуерпіеа, 
he forbade 


was ni 
good, suitable 











Practice with joining letters 
Join the groups of letters to make words in the boxes provided. ҒА 


he prostrated 
^ 


it rained 


he was full up (food) 


ж” 


һе was kind, generous 


he advised he was astonished 
^ 





it became great 


^ A 








Practice with joining letters 
Join the groups of letters to make words in the boxes provided. 





ew ee سے‎ 


he withdrew, pulled out it was short 


it was numerous he emptied; he finished 


^ Я ” ” 
* * 


he demanded, requested 


^. j 
he was quick, fast 03 


038 2 


he abstained from 
^ 


2 № 





Nia RR ق‎ i e ote Зара іа وھ ت‎ 


he passed (an exar) 


^ ” ہے 
* 





sol ы аа аа аа аа De Uc 








. Tanween 
яя 2 
The three short Arabic vowels, fatha, kasra and 
damma, сап be doubled. This is known as “tanween”, 
and it changes the sound of the vowels. 


\\ 


This is two short diagonal strokes written above an 
Arabic letter. It is pronounced ‘an’, as in the English 
word ‘man’. It is usually supported by an alif, 


i) Tanween fatha (fathataan) 





Read the alphabet below with tanween fatha on each letter. 








яя 2 
Tanween (Continued) 





i) Tanween kasra (kasrataan) This is two short diagonal strokes written below 
an Arabic letter. It is pronounced ‘in’, as in the 
е English word ‘win’. 


Read the alphabet below with tanween kasra on each letter. 





99 2 
Tanween (Continued) 





яя 
i) Tanween damma (dammataan) This is two dammas written above an 
Arabic letter. It is pronounced ‘un’, as in 
the English word ‘bun’. 





Sometimes it is written like this: 


Read the alphabet below with tanween damma on each letter. 








Practice with tanween 


Practise reading the following words that have been written with tanween. Copy each - 
word out onto the empty line below the word. 


father 





ж” 


travel. hundred 252 


2 ж” 





A35 2 


present 4; AD 


a“ 





АЛУУ 


cherries ER 








سے 2 


mountain جلا‎ brother 


* 




















ba aeu T ah irate BE аар 








The Long Vowels (Madd) 


Three letters of the Arabic alphabet are used 
to lengthen the sounds of the short vowels à > 2 


fatha, kasra and damma. These letters are: E AEAN NTE. сыз 


г 


і) Alif al-madd 


0سا 


Alif is used to lengthen the “a” sound of fatha into Т= | + 
an “aa” sound, i 

Note the special shape of laam when it is joined to alif 

below. 


Read the alphabet below with alif al-madd (the long fatha) on each letter. 








The Long Vowels (Madd) - Continued 





ii) Yaa al-madd 


Yaa al-madd is used to lengthen the “i” sound of kasra into an “ee” sound. 


Read the alohabet below with yaa al-madd (the long kasra): on each letter. 





The Long Vowels (Madd) - continued 





iii) Waaw al-madd 


Waaw al-madd is used to lengthen the “u” sound of damma into an “oo” sound. 


Read the alphabet below with waaw al-madd (the long damma) on each letter. 


«S m سے ہہ‎ 








Practice with Madd 


Read the words below, then copy them out onto the lines provided. ei 
ew ee шш 





Sukoon 


A small circle called sukoon, written above a letter of the Arabic alphabet, is used to 
show that the letter below it has no vowel ° . All you hear is the shortened sound of 
the letter, so jeem becomes ‘j', kaaf becomes ‘k’ and sheen becomes ‘sh’ etc, 


o 


о Я ^ o 8 o 2 ٥ o 2 о 2 
Try reading the following words: AS کم لم من قل فی بل‎ 


When there is a fatha followed by a yaa with a sukoon on it, it makes an `-ay’ sound. 
яя о ^ 92 яя ом яя ом م وو‎ ом AA E ом AA Яо; ” 


e.g. de جیب این‎ que زیتون لیمون بيضة‎ pue 


When there is a fatha followed by a waaw with a sukoon onit, it makes an '-ow' sound: 
ЯЯо 2 яя .0 4 PAGS яя ^0 ےم‎ яя ж > ЯЯ о 2 АЯ о z 


لون روج لولب قوق جورب ٽوم خوف یوم 


Read the words below, then copy them out onto the lines provided. و اٹ‎ Я 














Shadda 


Shadda is a symbol written above a letter to show that the letter has been doubled 
and therefore sounds stronger. 


The symbol for shadda looks like this: 


qho 
A 


The short vowels are written with shadda like this: or 


Study these examples: 


я 


Е se pee ee 





Read the words below, then copy them out onto the lines provided. ~-.-A 





Similar sounding letters 


As you will have realised by now, some pairs of Arabic letters have similar sounds, so 
extra care must be taken to pronounce each letter correctly. Below are some pairs of 
words which illustrate this point. Incorrect pronunciation would change their meaning. 
For example: 


oz ом 
cL means heart, whereas کلس‎ means dog! 


Practise reading the words below and copy them into your exercise book. When you 
feel confident that you can tell the difference between the similar sounds, ask your 
Arabic teacher to test you by reading them aloud to you as a dictation exercise. 


яя 9, 


he perished, died; he was he shaved a heart 


annihilated, destroyed 


m OU 


he repented 





he slept; went to 
bed, lay down 


it was still, motionless, 
stagnant 


he was good, pleasant, 
agreeable 





"7-7 й И 
قصد‎ 


he intended: 


Шар 


(of merchandise) it found 
no market; it didn't sell 





43 o2 Яя оу 


226222 صرب 
despicable, contemptible; hitting, beating, | 2 a path, trail, track;‏ 
lowly, abject, servile striking „a mountain pass‏ 
سب 
he insulted, reviled; some, a few‏ 


he cursed, swore 


he poured, 
emptied 





he went astray, 


he offered a morning he swam 
drink (to someone) 


lost his way 


he led, heshowed | 





Te 
ае 


reason, discernment; 
mind, intellect 


A3 o 


15 


о 


ضرس 


a molar tooth 


-alesson,class; > 
. Study 

















minaret 









































Complete the words below by filling in the missing letter or letters, 
and also all the vowel sounds. 

















C ss E 








furniture 



































Complete the words below by filling in the missing letter or letters, 
and also all the vowel sounds. 


















































Complete the words below by filling in the missing letter or letters, 
and also all the vowel sounds. 





















carrot . cherries | 


























Complete the words below by filling in the missing letter or letters, 
and also all the vowel sounds. 














onions 


























Complete the words below by filling in the missing letter or letters, 
and also all the vowel sounds. 














аа‏ ن 















watermelon 

















dl‏ عل ط 


aeroplane 














iA 








spectacles 

















envelopes 
430 42 . وو‎ BRL Ge 
نظارة وف ظفر‎ 
© L 
Г NE 
Square grapes 
38 928. яя 
Qr zoo 


























Complete the words below by filling in the missing letter or letters, 
and also all the vowel sounds. 






























Wrist parrot 





ЯЯ о Я E 





азы Co RAE B V s Mr 

















mushrooms whistle 


























Complete the words below by filling in the missing letter or letters, 
and also ail the vowel sounds. 

























window 








banana . 


eraser 








Complete the words below by filling in the missing letter or letters, 
and also all the vowel sounds. 









































Complete the words below by filling in the missing letter or letters, 
and also all the vowel sounds. 





















































Complete the words below by filling in the missing letter or letters, 
and also all the vowel sounds, 

















The Arabic word for ‘the’ is ‘al: (alif followed by laam). It is not written 
separately. Rather, it joins onto the word it defines. 





The Arabic alphabet is divided into two groups of letters: the moon letters and the sun 
letters. The moon letters are shown above. When ‘al’ is followed by a word beginning 
with a moon letter, then ‘al’ is written with a sukoon on the laam. 


In the first example below, 'arnabun' (a rabbit) becomes ‘al-arnabu’ (the rabbit). Note 
how the tanween at the end of a word without ‘al’ changes into a single short vowel 
once ‘al’ is added. e.g. arnabun becomes al-arnabu. 





Exercise 
Copy out the following words on the lines provided, adding ‘al’ to each word. 
Remember to change the two dammas at the end of each word into one damma. 


ےہ AR - AA -2 съ яя‏ 
ئف سه اد ن غراب Jos‏ 
2 232 430 ر روو 


.. .. 


ر قرد وسادة 


a“ ^_^ 


BR ر‎ 330 Я яя Я 


м ______ هھھر‎ aa 


61 











The sun letters 





NOU dieu e 


The sun letters are shown above. Sun letters are written with a shadda when they come 
straight after ‘al’. The laam of ‘al’ does not take a sukoon. Instead, it becomes a silent 
letter. 


In the first example below, 'taajun' (a crown) becomes 'at-taaju' (the crown). Notice 
the strong sound of the "ta', and note how you cannot hear the ‘laam’ at all. 


Once again, the tanween at the end of a word without 'al' changes into a single short 
vowel once 'al' is added. e.g. taajun becomes at-taaju. 





Exercise 


Copy out the following words on the lines provided, adding 'al' to each word. 
Remember to change the two dammas at the end of each word into one damma. 


A302 ая 5 z ая 


m t 
- 


айб, 


ЯЯ о ^ BRL ” RRL Жие 
oe a Lad 
4225 دجاجة‎ 
A320 2 ر ورو‎ < 42502 
“е 2 “> 


Jie ё) 


62 








Exercise 


Sort out the words in the box below into two groups: those beginning with sun letters 
and those beginning with moon letters. Write them in the columns provided, adding 


‘al’ to the beginning of each word. 





Sun Letter Words Moon Letter Words 





63 











Al-alif al-maqsura 


Al-alif al-magsura is a type of alif which appears at the end of some words. 
it always has a fatha before it. Read the examples below and copy them 
out into your exercise book. | 

















والذي قدر فهدى. والذي أخرج المرعى. 


(سورة الأعلّى ) 





64 


Reading practice with hamza 


Below are examples of hamza in its various forms and positions. Read the 
words out loud and copy them into your exercise book. 




















65 








Reading practice 


Read the following familiar Islamic phrases and learn their meanings. 


асацы 


и Ф Я о /о 4 

أستغفر الله 

яз б; 4 B. eMe iu ے‎ 
. الله‎ Ч| ky Ol cl 


” 


Ф 450220 45,022 A 76 4,‏ رر ر ر I’‏ 
السلام eMe‏ ورحمة الله وبرکاته. 


” 


” 


66 


In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the 
Merciful. 


Allah is Greater. 
Glory be to Allah. 


What Allah wishes. (A phrase used to 
express praise or admiration). 


God willing. 

Praise be to Allah.(Thanks be to Allah). 

| ask Allah's forgiveness. 

| testify that there is no god except Allah. 


| testify that Muhammad is the Messenger 
of Allah. 


May the blessing and peace of Allah be 
upon him. (A phrase spoken after 
mentioning our Prophet's name). 


I seek protection in Allah from the accursed 
Shaytan. 


(To a boy or man): May Allah reward you 
greatly. 


(To а girl or woman): May Allah reward you 
greatly. 


May the peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon you. (Islamic greeting). 


And may the peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon you too. (Reply to Islamic greeting). 





o 


го Я о Ф Я 4 
Ninety-nine perfect names of Allah p ад ўза ба 


Read the beautiful names of Allah listed below and copy them into your exercise book, 
separating them into two groups according to whether the letter after the initial 'al-' is a 
sun letter or a moon letter. 











ety nine perfect names of Allah 








n the name of Allah, the Gracious, the - D 


? Merciful. 


| Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds. | 


The Gracious, the Merciful, Lord of ше 


| You alone do we worship, and to You 
alone do we turn for help. 


| Guide us on the straight path, 


| The path of those whom You have 
| favoured, | 


| Not the path of those who earn Your 
| anger, nor of those who go astray. 


і бод - there is no god but Him, the | 


] Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting. 


Neither. slumber nor sleep overtake 


| To Him belong all that is in the heavens 
| and all that is on the earth. 

| Who is there that could intercede with 
| Him, unless it be by His leave? 


| He knows all that lies open before men ٢ 


| and all that is hidden from them, 


whereas they cannot encompass any- ES 


| thing of His knowledge save that which 
| He wills [them to attain]. 


4 His throne extends over the heavens 
| and the earth, and he never wearies of 
| guarding and preserving them, for He 


|is the Most High, the Supreme [in [o 


| glory]. 





pi Ma бам 7 


m v Sa sibl 


aes ولا نوم‎ са гб Y us 


^ A 


| لہ ما نگ ات 5 فی الارض 


Tn 


السّماوات والأَرض 


-* ر و وو 4240 2 سر‎ Sr. 


لا یؤودہ حفظھما وغو علي e‏ 





